“Marlene Laruelle has assembled an impressive team of authors who show that Alexander
Dugin’s Eurasianism is best understood as an offshoot of the European Far Right, and not as
a product of Russia’s distinctive cultural heritage. This makes for an interesting contribution
to the far reaches of the history of European political thought.”
—Peter Rutland, Wesleyan University

“This well-designed volume fills a crucial gap in our understanding of the ideological,
and sometimes personal, ties connecting Eurasianist philosophers in Russia, especially
the infamous Alexander Dugin, with surging anti-immigrant and far-right ultranationalist
political parties in Europe and Turkey. Marlene Laruelle assembles an international cast of
experts to examine these questions with depth and nuance, focusing on implications for
Putin’s Kremlin and the evolving international order. A boon for scholars, this work will also
serve as a reference for journalists and other analysts trying to understand the complexities
of the Russian-European relationship today.”
—Kimberly Marten, Barnard College, Columbia University
The 2014 Ukrainian crisis has highlighted the pro-Russia stances of some European
countries, such as Hungary and Greece, and of some European parties, mostly on the farright of the political spectrum. They see themselves as victims of the EU “technocracy” and
liberal moral values, and look for new allies to denounce the current “mainstream” and its
austerity measures. These groups found new and unexpected allies in Russia. As seen from
the Kremlin, those who denounce Brussels and its submission to U.S. interests are potential
allies of a newly re-assertive Russia that sees itself as the torchbearer of conservative
values. Predating the Kremlin’s networks, the European connections of Alexander Dugin,
the fascist geopolitician and proponent of neo-Eurasianism, paved the way for a new panEuropean illiberal ideology based on an updated reinterpretation of fascism. Although
Dugin and the European far-right belong to the same ideological world and can be seen
as two sides of the same coin, the alliance between Putin’s regime and the European farright is more a marriage of convenience than one of true love. This unique book examines
the European far-right’s connections with Russia and untangles this puzzle by tracing the
ideological origins and individual paths that have materialized in this permanent dialogue
between Russia and Europe.
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Introduction
Marlene Laruelle

Eurasianism and the European far right. To most readers, these two tenns
have nothing in common, and their links are impossible to comprehend.
Eurasia is known to be an aspirational term through which the Russian authorities claim the great-powerness of their country and their right to have a
say in the geopolitical orientations of their neighbors. By bringing "Asia"
into "Europe," the term resonates as intrinsically anti-European, prodding
Russia to look East. The European far right is identified as a constellation of
groups and parties, some very radical and expressing neo-Nazi references,
others more "mainstream" and espousing a more pragmatic, xenophobic, and
anti-European Union agenda. What do these two trends, Eurasianism in
Russia, and the far right in Europe, have to say about each other? In many
ways, they are two sides of the same coin.
Ideologically, Eurasianism is the Russian version of the European far
right. The founding fathers of Eurasianism, living as emigres in European
capitals in the 1920s and 1930s, were impressed and inspired by the German
Conservative Revolution and its combination of "nationalism" and "conservatism." They associated its main thesis, the need for a Third Way between
capitalism and communism, with a belief in Russia as· the Third Continent
between Europe and Asia. While. they renounced Nazism, which they regard
as pure racism, they followed very closely Italian fascism, in which they saw
an inspiration for a future Eurasian Russia. Today, Alexander Dugin, the
main ideologue of neo-Eurasianism since the collapse of the Soviet Union,
bas played a key role in mediating far-right theories in Russia. His definition
of Eurasianism entirely overlaps with the Conservative Revolution
la
russe. Yet contrary to the founding fathers of Eurasianism, Dugin borrows
from the whole spectrum of far-right doctrines and does not limit himself to
the Third Way theories. He is directly inspired by so-called Esoteric Nazism
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and his metaphorical language calls indeed for violence. He borrows also
from some of the New Right theories. He thus· offers a complex doctrinal
spectrum that is always in intimate dialogue with movements coming from
Western Europe.
Eurasianism in Russia and the far right in Europe share more than doctrinal principles inspired by fascist traditions. Their beliefs push them to interpret the international order with similar toolkits. In both cases, the enemy is
identified as the United States (as both a country and a civilization) and
liberalism (both political and moral, and sometimes-but not always-economic) as its ideological backbone. In their worldview, resistance to this
international order can emerge only from countries or regions where antiEnlightenment values are well preserved and cherished. Europe should be
one of them. This statement is aspirational: the Europe they dream of does
not exist. On the contrary, both Eurasianism and the far right complain about
the construction of the European Union, which is viewed as a bureaucratic,
dehumanized machine that serves U.S. interests and liberal values-the accepted or implied objectives of which are the destruction of authentic European values and the underlying identity of the continent.
Today neo-Eurasianism holds the view that Europe's real nature is to ally
with Eurasia to form the Heartland-a continental mass able to resist maritime powers such as the United States, its subordinate, the United Kingdom,
and their allies on other continents, thanks to an extreme ideology directly
inspired by fascism. Thus neo-Eurasianism is not anti-European, but instead
anti-Western, anti-Transatlantic, and anti-liberal, and it believes in the common destiny of European and Eurasian peoples.
A majority of the European far right shares this vision of a united continent. Their enemies are the same, especially the European Union, as are their
hopes for a pan-European future for "white" or "Christian" peoples in which
Russia would have a role. This is not only a result of recent evolutions linked
to the European construction. Many of the Conservative Revolution theoreticians of the 1920s and 1930s were impressed by the messianic forces unleashed by the Bolshevik Revolution and sought a strategic partnership with
a phoenix-like Russia. During World War II, the Nazi regime and its allies
searched for a pan-European idea that would catalyze nationalist energies
toward a common goal without triggering fratricidal conflicts. Fascist groups
revived and updated this idea in the 1960s, as they sought to abandon Nazi
ideology on German exceptionalism in favor of a pan-European phenomenon. Their movement, Young Europe (YE), was named after the 1942 Third
Reich journal of the same name. One of YE's main ideologists, JeanFran<;ois Thiriart, who served in the Waffen-SS and defended collaboration
with the Nazi regime, advanced the slogan of a Europe "from Reykjavik to
Vladivostok," thus inviting Soviet Russia to join this new political construction. In the 1980s, Thiriart reaffirmed his pledge: "If Moscow wants to make
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Europe European, I preach total collaboration with the Soviet enterprise. J
will then be the first to put a red star on my cap. Soviet Europe, yes, without
reservations." 1
This shared aspiration of what Europe's future should be----'unified, detached from the trans-Atlantic world, and turned toward its continental
neighbor, Russia-also provides a common ground for the current honeymoon between European far-right parties and Vladimir Putin's Russia. But
the toolkit for analyzing this agenda is far more complex than the one needed
to comprehend the contacts between Dugin's neo-Eurasianism and his farright counterparts in Europe. Contrary to frequent media statements, Dugin' s
theories are not the direct inspiration for Putin's regime and its quest for
great-powemess. The Kremlin has not made official any new state ideology
inspired by the Conservative Revolution, even if it borrows some themes
from it. However, in Europe the Kremlin has recently acquired more or less
the same allies that Dugin has cultivated for more than two decades. As seen
from the Kremlin, those who denounce Brussels' technocrats and their
mission to U.S. interests are potential friends of Russia. In addition to this
geopolitical orientation, the European far right shares with the Russian regime a similar anti-liberal narrative that denounces economic and political
modernity, individualism, the destruction of so-called traditional values, and
imposition of external cultural standards.
But although Dugin and the European far right belong to the same ideological world and can be seen as twins, the alliance between Putin's regime
and the European far right is more a marriage of convenience than one of true
love.
This brief sketch outlines how Eurasianism in Russia and the far right in
Europe share many beliefs, principles, and common geopolitical aims. This
volume aims at untangling this puzzle by tracing the ideological origins and
individual paths that have materialized in their permanent dialogue. The
historical roots of this exchange have only been partly studied. The mutual
influence between the founding fathers of Eurasianism and the German Conservative Revolution remains largely unexplored, as do the poorly understood relations between postwar far-right movements and the Soviet Union.
This volume focuses on the contemporary situation-with regular references
to history-to provide the keys to analyze Dugin's networks in Europe.
In chapter 1, I summarize the established findings and offer tools for
interpreting this alliance, both historically and ideologically, taking into account the profound changes since the Ukrainian crisis began in 2014, as this
constitutes a turning point in the Russia-Europe relationship. In particular I
question where the Russian state fits into this overarching picture? I try to
comprehend the troika of Dugin's networks, the European far right, and
Putin's regime by avoiding the trap of assuming that Dugin is Putin's "guru"
or that Putin is simply mimicking Dugin's extreme theories.
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In chapters 2 and 3, Anton Shekhovtsov and Vadim Rossman explore the
personal trajectory of Alexander Dugin. Shekhovtsov digs into Dugin's first
trips to Europe between 1989-1990 and 1994, which allowed him to develop
personal ties with European far-right doctrinaires and to consolidate his role
as a translator-both literally and metaphorically-of this European legacy
into the Russian-speaking world and adapting it to Russian intellectual traditions. Rossman follows Dugin's career at Moscow State University prior to
his sacking in the summer of 2014 and demonstrates how his Center for
Conservative Research was able to thrive within the corrupt and archaic
Sociology Department and provided an academic stage when Dugin's European fellow-travelers visited Russia.
The second section (chapters 4, 5, and 6) explores Dugin's connections in
his three main partner-countries, France, Italy, and Spain, where he began
establishing links in the early 1990s. Jean-Yves Camus investigates the case
of France, a country central to Dugin's personal and intellectual lives as well
as to Russia's grand strategy in Europe. Not only were French New Right
ideologists the first to receive Dugin and introduce him to their intellectual
circles, but the rising power of the National Front and its Russia-friendly
policies make France a critical component of Russia-Europe interactions.
Giovanni Savino turns his attention to Italy, the second country to host Dugin, where old ties are constantly updated by regular trips and joint publications. Close links between Silvio Berlusconi and his political-business structures and Putin's Russia further amplify the synergy between Italian and
Russian far-right groups. Finally, Nicolas Lebourg takes on the case of
Spain. Although Dugin was deeply influenced by his Spanish readings, and
their esoteric Nazi and Falangist assumptions, these ties are looser, and no
major party truly voices Dugin's ideas in the Spanish world.
The third part of the volume (chapters 7, 8, and 9) is devoted to three
other countries where Dugin's influence emerged in the 2000s: Turkey, Hungary, and Greece. VUgar imanbeyli analyzes the case of Turkey, a country
about which Dugin's thinking underwent a 180-degree tum, from denouncing it as the U.S. Trojan horse to celebrating its new found Eurasian destiny.
The second case study is Hungary, where the radical party Jobbik, which has
developed close ties with Dugin, seems to be in a kind of ideological symbiosis with the Orban government's pro-Russian stance. Last, but not least,
Greece's Golden Dawn also is a cherished partner of Dugin, sharing neoNazi references and a common Orthodox background. These three cases
feature several similarities. More clearly than in France, Italy, and Spain,
Dugin's connections with far-right groups there are echoed in some way at a
quasi-governmental level. In all three cases, the synergy with Russia came
during periods of grave national identity crises: in Turkey when the Islamic
party of Recep Tayyip Erdogan replaced the Kemalist government, and in
Hungary and Greece when European economic crisis hit. More puzzling, in
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both Turkey and Greece-and also, to a lesser extent, in Italy-Dugin is
increasing his contacts with groups identified "on the left" side of the political spectrum, which opens a wider discussion regarding their unsuspected
common ground.
In chapter 10, Anton Shekhovtsov examines the Kremlin's policy of establishing alternate election-monitoring organizations that serve Moscow's
foreign policy in the so-called Near Abroad-the post-Soviet countries that
neighbor Russia. These alternate organizations are populated largely by European far-right groups and leaders, whose previously obscure contacts seem
to have suddenly gained media visibility and official recognition from the
Russian state.
This edited volume is a pioneering project. It advances more questions
than answers, omits some cpuntries, groups, and personalities of interest,
could not identify all underground connections, sometimes lacks reliable
sources to strengthen the analysis, and does not draw from Russian archives,
which are mostly closed. Nonetheless, this volume hopes to partly fill the gap
in analyzing the understudied pan-European far right's connections with
Russia. Far from being a simple disciple of Europe, as Russian intellectuals
have lamented since the nineteenth century, Russia played and still plays a
structural role in shaping the political and ideological evolutions of the European continent.
NOTE
1. Jean Thiriart, "L'Europe jusqu'a Vladivostok," Nationalisme et Republique, no. 9
(1992).
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